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tinder escort. The routes along which these daily processions
moved were densely crowded with the people of the city, who
were anxious to catch a glimpse of the white strangers, the
like of whom very few had seen before. As the procession
marched through narrow and densely packed streets on horse-
back; frequent halts were necessary in order to clear a passage.
This was done by a single policeman at the head of the pro-
cession, who carried a long staff, on the top of which were sev-
eral small bells. Striking the lower end upon the street pave-
ment usually attracted sufficient attention from the people
crowding the way to open up a passage at once. During these
halts opportunities occurred for young lassies to approach the
riders with extended hands and smiling faces, importuning
for a brass button. Many were successful in securing them,
and on the next day's route could be seen with these buttons
arranged tastefully on ribbons around their necks. Doubtless
there are many matrons still living in Japan who remember this
first visit of the white strangers from a land toward the rising
sun, which was then known to them only in legend.

During our stay on shore there were exhibitions of falconry,
kite-flying, juggling, top-spinning, wrestling and other original
acrobatic and athletic sports, all of which were novel to us
and we thought most interesting and wonderful. The entire
city and the tea-gardens that are found around it were visited
and enjoyed by us all. The people everywhere were amiable,
hospitable and polite. No instance is recalled where a single
case of rudeness occurred to anyone. When it is remembered
that this was the first occasion on which the majority of this
isolated people in Yeddo had ever seen a white foreigner, it is
a wonder that they should have borne themselves with such no-
ticeable courtesy and consideration.

The Niayara'x mission being ended after a most delightful
and memorable stay of twelve days in Yeddo, she dropped down
to Yokohama, then hardly more than a fishing village, where
the crew were accorded liberty for a run on shore. During
the stay of some ten days at Yokohama, the flagship Hartford,
bearing the flag of Flag Officer 0. K. Stribling, arrived. A
few days were passed in her company when the beautiful Ni-
a sailed for Hong Kong, where she arrived on December